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CDSTI Board Member Spotlight: Jerry Collier 

Jerry Collier and his wife, 

Jeanie, joined Clan 

Donnachaidh Society of Texas 

in February 2013. The same 

month, Jerry bought his first 

kilt. Later that year, they 

attended the Annual General 

Meeting in Scotland. They were 

proud to wear their custom- 

made kilt and skirt in the 

Robertson red tartan, delivered 

just before they left on the trip. 

Jerry was born in Dallas to a 

military family, his father 

having entered the service 

when he was only 16. But 

instead of moving the family 

with every assignment change, 

Jerry’s dad stationed the family permanently in a home in Waco. 

After graduating from high school, Jerry pursued college studies 

in electronics. But before too long, Jerry was drafted into the 
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military himself. Although Jerry’s dad had served in the U.S. Air 

Force, Jerry joined the U.S. Army. He served four years in various 

security-related assignments, progressing through the ranks to 

Sergeant. 

After military service, Jerry put on a different uniform when he 

joined the Waco Fire Department, where he served until retire-

ment in 2004. During the same time, Jerry became a master 

electrician and ran his own business as he still does today.  

Jerry and Jeanie have two children and five grandchildren. 

Jerry is a member of the Scottish-American Military Society. 

Since being elected to the CDSTI Board for the 2014 operational 

year, Jerry attends many of the games, where he visits with 

potential members about the benefits of joining the clan society.  

 

Jerry was featured in the November 24, 2018 edition of Veterans’ 

Voices, a special to the Waco Tribune-Herald 

(www.wacotrib.com/news/veterans_profiles/). This article 

borrowed liberally from that piece.  

Paula Robertson 



 

At the Central Texas Scottish Gathering and 

Highland Games in Salado last November, 

Clan Piper William Jones participated in a 

worldwide commemoration of the 100th anni-

versary of the end of World War I and those 

who served in it.  

On November 11, 2018 at exactly 11:00 a.m. (6:00 a.m. in Britain)—the time 

when armistice was signed in 1918—Piper Will joined pipers all over the world 

to play the Scottish Lament, “When the Battle Is Over,” commonly known to 

pipers as “The Battle’s O’er.”  

I returned to the fields of glory, 

Where the green grasses and flowers grow. 

And the wind softly tells the story, 

Of the brave lads of long ago. 

Chorus: 

March no more my soldier laddie, 

There is peace where there once was war. 

Sleep in peace my soldier laddie, 

Sleep in peace, now the battle’s over. 

In the great glen they lay a sleeping, 

Where the cool waters gently flow. 

And the gray mist is sadly weeping, 

For those brave lads of long ago. 

The international event, dubbed “Battle’s Over” was organized by renowned 

British Pageantmaster, Bruno Peek. To recognize those who participated, the 

event awarded a Certificate of Grateful Recognition, signed by Bruno Peek, 

LVO OBE OPR, which reads:  

With sincere thanks for your contribution to Battle’s Over, the international 

commemoration of the centenary of the end of World War I 
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Piper Will wrote the following remembrance of his participation. 

WHEN THE BATTLE’S OVER 

In spite of its early subtitle, 

World War I was certainly not 

the “war to end all wars.” It was a 

vicious affair and many 

combatants lost their lives 

defending their countries. To 

honor these heroes on the 100th 

anniversary of the end of that 

tragic affair, pipers around the 

world honored their sacrifice and 

bravery with the bagpipe tune, 

“When the Battle’s Over”. The 

Pageantmaster of this Tribute, 

Bruno Peek, OBE, directed his 

request for participation to 

known pipers all over the globe. 

This beautiful Retreat in three-

quarter time is often played by 

pipe bands everywhere to the 

very old and well known tune, 

“The Green Hills of Tyroll.” The 

Green Hills is also known by the 

title, “A Scottish Soldier,” and 

dates back to the mid 1800’s.   

It was my honor to play this tune at our Clan tent at the Salado Highland 

Games at 11 AM, on November 11th, 2018. At least the battle was over on that 

marked date in 1918, when folks celebrated what they hoped would indeed be 

the end of war, but that is sadly not the case. 

William Jones, Clan Piper 
  



President’s Column 

For this edition, I am going to use this forum for a 

personal message. We all know that October is Breast 

Cancer Awareness Month. There are “pink events” 

everywhere, and that is a good thing. But I would like  

to talk about a male disease—prostate cancer.  

Elsewhere in this newsletter, you will read about the 

life of Torf, whom I considered a friend. I met Torf 

about 20 years ago at a meeting of the Scots of Austin. 

He was making a presentation, and after it was completed, I introduced 

myself and told him how much I enjoyed it. Torf introduced me to Sarah, 

his wife, and they put me on their invite list for their annual Hogmanay 

potluck. Torf will definitely have a place in my “most unforgettable char-

acters” book. He was just that—a character. He loved life, was extremely 

intelligent and a warm and welcoming person. 

We lost Torf to prostate cancer. I do not know the medical details of his 

illness, but I do know that the cancer had spread into his bones (which is 

what this type of cancer will do). I last saw Torf in Austin at the radiation 

oncologists that we were both using at the time. And in Torf-like fashion, 

he was clowning around with the nurse. In my case, the cancer was 

discovered early, and the radiation “killed it” before it had a chance to 

spread into my bones. 

Here is my message to all of you who are males, or females who have family 

or friends who are male: GET TESTED. The test is a simple blood test 

called PSA. If you are over 50 years old, your doctor will most likely 

automatically order the test. But if you are under 50 and have a family 

history (like my sons, for example), the doctor can order the test and code 

it in such a way that almost all insurance will pay for the test. The key to 

successful treatment is early detection. GET TESTED! 

Dave Robertson, CDSTI President 
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More News from Salado 

At the Central Texas Scottish Gathering and Highland Games in Salado last 

November, a new CDSTI Board was voted into office for 2019.  
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Directors: Jerry Collier, Bill Jones, Paula Robertson, Richard Roberson, 
James Jones 

Directors not present:  

Frank Woodall, Steve Gallob, Kathy Duncan Johnson 

Also during the CDSTI AGM at Salado, the Board approved new By Laws 

as revised by incoming Vice President, Jack Robertson. 

Officers: Dave Robertson, Janis Roberson, Valerie Wymore,  Jack Robertson 



Scenes from Salado 
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Clan Donnachaidh in Salado Games Opening Parade 

Tent visitors, Linda DeWeese, Glen Reid Baker 

James A. Robertson, New member  James Brownmiller, Frank Woodall  
Sarah Harriman 
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Louis E. (Torf) Torfason  

A biographical sketch from the hearts of his wife, 

Sarah Harriman, and daughter, Valerie 

Marshall  

Louis E. Torfason was born in 1934 during the 

depression in a small town in the Canadian 

Province of Saskatchewan. He saw firsthand how 

hard work alone did not lead to prosperity and 

recognized the value of an education. This led to 

his lifelong love of learning and teaching. 

From an early age, he enjoyed being a noncom-

formist. He was the first boy in his high school to 

study Home Economics. He knew there was value 

in learning these skills; his mother had to make 

most of what they ate and wore. In the early ’60s, he wore the only bow 

tie in the crowd. In the late ’60s, he was wearing bright geometric shirts 

of his own design with his leather lederhosen. 

When he decided to try snow skiing, he didn’t simply ski down the hills; 

no, he joined the ski patrol and then began teaching First Aid to new 

recruits. 

After receiving his BS and MS from University of Saskatchewan, he took 

a teaching position in the Mechanical Engineering Department at 

University of New Brunswick (UNB). Soon after he arrived in the 

province capitol, Fredericton, he started to learn Scottish Country 

Dancing. While on sabbatical in Atlanta, Georgia, he decided to become 

a teacher of Scottish Country Dancing. Later, while on sabbatical in 

Oklahoma City, he taught a dancing group there. All the while, he was 

teaching dancing and traveling to dance events. 

In 1989, he came to Austin, TX to spend a year teaching at 

the University of Texas and never left. While in Austin, he 

discovered he could retire from UNB and marry me (Sarah), 

both of which he did. He taught briefly at ITT Technical 

Institute, but that was not a good match. Their requirements 

of teachers and what Torf had been held to as a college 

professor were nothing alike! 

All the time Torf was in Austin, he was involved in Scottish 

activities—he taught dancing, was active in the (now 

defunct) Scots of Austin, and belonged to the Scots of the 

Texas Hill Country.  

In the early 2000s, Torf continued to use his home 

economics skills when he began to make and sell kilts 

professionally. Together, Torf and Sarah were vendors at a 

number of the smaller Scottish festivals about Texas and adjoining 

states. In addition to kilts, Torf designed and sold the unique 

“Torfnado” skirt, which is comfortable and ideal for dancing. 

In Austin, we also became active with Clan Donnachaidh Society and 

for many years, hosted a Hogmanay luncheon at our home. When I 

learned that most of the clan members had never attended a Robert 

Burns Supper, we started hosting one of those, also. Torf was very 

proficient at—and loved to give—Burns’ Address to the Haggis, one of 

the most important elements of the Burns Supper event. Fortunately, a 

video was made of his delivery in 2017, so the tradition of Torf’s address 

can continue.  

Torf died 23 July 2018, but a one-of-a-kind like Torf will never be 

forgotten.  

Long live Torf! 



In Memory of Torf 

On September 22, 2018, Jack and Susan Robertson of Austin, Texas, 

graciously hosted a fond farewell to our friend, Torf Torfason, a long-

time supporter of the Clan Donnachaidh Society of Texas, Inc. (CDSTI). 

Along with many other friends, also present at the annual ice cream 

social were CDSTI President Dave Robertson, his wife Betty, former 

President Frank Woodall, his wife Raylene, Clan Piper Bill Jones and 

wife Donna, and Torf’s wife, Sarah Harriman. 

After a long illness, Torf passed away this last 

July 2018. Known as “Torf the Kiltmaker”, he 

was well regarded for his effusive personality 

and hospitality. Torf and Sarah hosted the 

tradition of Hogmanay on New Years Day 

and an annual Burns dinner at their home in 

Austin. His dynamic address to the Haggis 

was unequaled, always a highlight of the 

event. 

The annual Ice Cream social in September was the 

perfect occasion for a memorial for Torf. Keeping our 

spirits on a high note, this joyous gathering was exactly 

what Torf would have wanted. Approximately 22 folk 

shared stories and memories of Torf as we all toasted 

our friend.  

Clan piper, Bill Jones was honored to pipe at this 

gathering. At Sarah’s request, Bill played, “The Highland 

Cathedral” and wrapped it up with a lively Scottish Reel, 

which, as a former dancer and dance teacher, Torf would  

have appreciated. 
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In Memory of Torf, we all had a great time. With these words, we give our 

special condolences to our friend Sarah for her loss.  

Bill and Donna Jones   

 6 

CDSTI 2019 Board of Directors 

Dave Robertson, President   

Jack Robertson, Vice President  

Valerie Wymore, Secretary 

Janis Roberson, Treasurer 

Officers Directors 

James Jones, Membership 

Richard Roberson, Genealogy 

Paula Robertson, Newsletter 

Jerry Collier  

Steve Gallob  

Kathleen Johnson 

Bill Jones 

Frank Woodall  

Newsletter design, layout, and editing 
courtesy of  

October 6–7 Kerr County Celtic Festival and 
Scottish Highland Games  

Ingram  kerrcountyceltic.com  

October 13 Tyler Scottish Festival and 
Highland Games,  
First Baptist Church 

Tyler  tylerscottishfest.weebly.com  

November 9–11  Central Texas Scottish Gathering 
and Highland Games  

Salado saladomuseum.org  

Remaining 2019 Festivals/Games in Texas 

: CDSTI 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/125313467499668/

