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President’s Column, Winter 2020 

I trust that everyone made it through the 

holidays in good fashion, and if you are like 

me, a few pounds heavier. 

Our Treasurer, Janis Roberson, has mailed out 

a membership renewal form to everyone. You 

should have yours by now. If so, please take a few minutes to 

complete the form and get it returned to Janis. The Society in 

Scotland is already wrapping up the latest Clan Annual. Make 

sure you are on the list to get yours, by renewing or becoming a 

member of the International Clan as well as of the Texas Society. 

We will begin our spring and early summer festivals in March 

with the Permian Basin Scottish Irish Faire and Highland Games 

in Midland. Also in March—21st and 22nd—will be the Sherman 

Celtic Festival and Highland Games. The San Antonio Highland 

Games will be at the Helotes fairground again this year, April 4th 

and 5th. Then in May, 1st–3rd ,will be the Texas Scottish Festival 

and Highland Games in Decatur at the Wise County fairgrounds. 

Please mark these dates in your calendar and plan to attend one 

(or more) that is convenient for you. They are a lot of fun and an 

excellent way to meet other Clan Donnachaidh members. 

Hope to see you soon. 

 Dave Robertson, CDSTI President  
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A Tale of Two Burns Suppers 

The Austin contingent of CDSTI has a long-held tradition 

of celebrating Robert Burns’ birthday every January. This year 

was no different. The supper was hosted by Sarah Harriman at 

her home in Austin on January 25th. A total of 26 folks attended. 

We had a “social hour” before supper where everyone tried 

different single malts and got to know each other, as we had 

several that were first time attendees to the Austin event. 

Piper Will Jones piped in the 

haggis, which was made by his wife 

Donna. 

Jack Robertson rose to the 

challenge to give his first Address  

to the Haggis. 

Sarah Harriman welcomed every-

one and gave a brief background on 

the Austin event. We think that we 

have been having a Burns supper in 

Austin for at least 15 years. (cont’d) 

 

Jack Robertson, CDSTI Vice President  
in his debut performance of Burns’ 

Address to the Haggis 

 



Ruth and Joe Dahlstrom provi-

ded the main course of beef 

brisket (not really Scottish but 

fitting to a supper in Texas).  

Following supper, Ken 

Robertson gave a very thought-

ful Immortal Memory, which he 

obviously researched quite a bit. 

Russ Robertson gave the Toast 

to the Lassies, and his wife Kim 

gave the Toast to the Laddies. 

Said Sarah Harriman of the 

event, “What a wonderful 

evening! It was truly a cooperative effort, and to me,  

that makes our clan events so much like family.” 
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And Up in Arlington... 

On January 18, the Cowtown 

Scottish Society held its own 

celebration in honor of Robert 

Burns. This active group has 

been around for more than 25 

years, but this is the first time 

your newsletter editor attended 

a Cowtown Society event and 

the first time this editor ever 

attended a Burns Supper. Also 

in attendance to represent Clan 

Donnachaidh and CDSTI were 

Charlie and Valerie Wymore.  

The evening was launched by Chief, Art Busbey, 

followed by the March O’ Tha Haggis, led by Pipe 

Major Robert Richardson. Scotsman Mark Kenneth 

performed the Address to the Haggis (see next page).  

After a catered dinner, the guest speaker, Scotsman 

Alan Miller, entertained with historical information  

peppered with quips and quotes. Mark Kenneth  

returned to play a wide variety of Scottish tunes  

on his accordion. His side banter kept us amused  

as well.  

Then came the obligatory toasts and a few more  

“just because”. The traditional ending had all  

attendees holding hands in a circle and singing  

Auld Lang Syne. Pipe Major Bob closed the  

evening with Amazing Grace.  

Paula Robertson, Newsletter Editor  
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Welcome CDSTI New Members! 

We are pleased and honored to welcome the following new 

members of our society branch for 2020: 

Ruth and Joe Dahlstrom • Cynthia Gust • Lisa Hance  

Walt Roberts • Brent and Suzanne Robertson  

Isaiah Robertson • Kerry Robertson  

Russell and Kim Robertson  

Please contact the editor with omissions or corrections. 

And Up in Arlington: 

in Pictures 

Chief Art Busbey 

Address to the Haggis 
Mark Kenneth 

The Sgian Dubh  

The Deed Is Done 

What Have I Done?! 

The Haggis Is Ready 

Guest Speaker  
Alan Miller 

Entertainer 
Mark Kenneth 

Apologies for the poor quality of the photos. 
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St. Andrew’s Dinner 

The apostle St. Andrew 

is the patron saint of 

Scotland. Saint Andrew’s 

Day on November 30 is the 

saint’s feast day. To 

represent Clan 

Donnachaidh, Charlie and 

Valerie Wymore attended 

the Cowtown Scottish 

Society’s St. Andrew’s 

dinner held on December 7, 

2019 in Arlington, TX. The 

emcee and evening’s 

entertainer was Scottish 

performer, Hugh Morrison. 
Charlie Wymore, Valerie Wymore, 
Hugh Morrison 

Limited Edition  

Clan Donnachaidh Coasters 

For sale at the  

Sherman Celtic Festival &  

Highland Games March 21–22, these 

one-of-a-kind Donnachaidh keepsakes will 

not be around long. The set of four 

coasters have a rubberized back and 

display a high-quality reproduction of the 

clan crest on a Robertson Red tartan 

background.  

Burning Bush 
Nec Tamen Consumerabatur 
And yet it was not consumed. 

Exodus 3.1-15 

Kirkin’ o’ the Tartans 

First Presbyterian Church of Fort Worth,  

TX held its 23rd annual Kirkin’ of the Tartans  

service on February 2, 2020. As always, the sanc- 

tuary was packed, and the bagpipes were loud as  

they processed in and out.  

A native Scot, The Reverend  

Jim Wallace gave the sermon  

titled “Worldly Wise?”  

After the service, all  

were welcome to partake in a 

lunch of Scottish fare complete with the  

Address to the Haggis performed by the 

Rev. Wallace. The church bulletin 

displayed the crest of the Church of 

Scotland (copied here).  

 
—Paula Robertson 
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CDSTI Board Member Spotlight 

William T. Jones 

Director William T. Jones was born in San Antonio, Texas in 1946.  He 

learned piping at his father’s art studio in La Villita at the age of 14, and 

pursued that throughout his teenage and adult life. He worked as a 

Special Agent with the FBI for 26 years, and during his assignments up 

North, he had the opportunity to play with several very good bands 

including the Windsor, Ontario, Canada Police Pipe Band and St. 

Andrews in Detroit.   

He joined the Clan Donnachaidh in Los Angeles in 1977, where he was 

Pipe Major of the Clan Donnachaidh Pipe Band until 1983, when he and 

his family were transferred to Houston, Texas. He and his wife, Donna, 

joined the newly organized CDSTI in the mid 1980s, and he has been 

the Clan Piper for the Clan Society ever since.  

His connection to the Clan was thought to be Governor Oran M. 

Roberts, of Texas 1878–1881, whom Bill later discovered had ancestors 

going back to Cornwall, instead of Scotland. However, on his Dad’s side, 

he also had a 4th great grandmother, Martha Duncan from Georgia, 

who was actually a direct descendant of William Duncan the Elder. 

Duncan was one of the great Reformed Scottish preachers who was 

beheaded for his religious beliefs in 1692 in Perthshire, Scotland! 

Bill was a member of the Houston Highlanders for 15 years, and was the 

Pipe Major of the Black Bexar Pipe Band in San Antonio following his 

retirement in 1996, and subsequent move to New Braunfels, Texas, 

where he and Donna own and run a small farm, and where he teaches 

the pipes at his studio.  

In 1987, Bill and Donna traveled to Scotland for their 20th Wedding 

anniversary, visiting the Clan Museum and touring Perthshire, inclu-

ding the remains of the old Clan “Dunnalistair” Castle near the east end 

of Loch Rannoch.   

The Games at Salado, Texas, 

first held in 1961, were one of 

Bill’s first public piping 

events at their inaugural. 

Since his return to Texas in 

1983, he has been to all of the 

games there, often competing 

with the pipes at the Grade 2 

level.   

The CDSTI held one of its 

first organizational meetings 

at those games and Bill, 

Donna, his father and mother 

(Tom and Marie Jones), and 

children (James, Marie, and 

Katie) were all present. The 

Clan has been both a home, a 

source of many friends and 

contacts, and a means for 

spreading our beloved culture to the many folks who have visited our 

Clan tent.   

In November of 2018, Bill piped at the CDSTI tent in Salado, honoring 

the end of World War I with “When the Battle’s O’er”, the 100-year 

anniversary of that historic event, celebrated on that day all around the 

world. He’ll be doing that again on May 8th, 2020 for VE 75, celebra-

ting the end of World War II on the 75th anniversary of that event as 

well.  

—Wm T. Jones, Clan Piper  
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CDSTI 2020 Board of Directors 

The Annual General Meeting of the Clan Donnachaidh Society of Texas was 

held on November 9, 2019 at the games in Salado, Texas. Plans were made for 

the upcoming year, and the following slate of officers and directors were voted 

in to serve the Society for 2020. 

Dave Robertson, President 

Jack Robertson, Vice President 

Valerie Wymore, Secretary 

Janis Roberson, Treasurer  

Officers Directors 

James Jones, Membership 

Richard Roberson, Genealogy 

Paula Robertson, Newsletter 

Kathleen Johnson 

Bill Jones 

Micah Robertson 

Frank Woodall  

Newsletter design, layout, and editing 
courtesy of  : CDSTI 

2020 Festivals/Games in Texas 

The CDSTI Board voted to attend the following games and festivals in 2020. If 

you have never attended games anywhere, make this your year to join in the 

fun, and you can hang out with Board members, family, and friends at the Clan 

Donnachaidh tent, too! 

March 13–15 Midland Scottish-Irish Faire Horseshoe Pavilion 

 and Highland Games Midland 

March 21–22 Sherman Celtic Festival &  2190 Fallon Drive, 

 Highland Games Sherman 

April 4–5 San Antonio Highland Games Helotes Festival Grounds 

 & Celtic Music Festival Helotes 

May 1–3 Texas Scottish Festival & Wise County Fairgrounds 

 Highland Games Decatur 

September 26 Houston Highland Games Humble Civic Center 

 and Festival Humble 

November 13–15 Scottish Gathering and  Museum and College Park 

 Highland Games Salado 
cdstitejasjournal@sbcglobal.net 

www.cdsti.org 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/125313467499668/

